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According to a statement by Petroleos Mexicanos (PEMEX), the company's new ether
methylterbutylether (MTBE) plant will save $16 million per year in import spending. MTBE is a
high- octane gasoline additive which reduces air pollution. Plant capacity is 45,000 metric tons
per year. Construction costs totaled a mere $2 million, since PEMEX saved $10 million by using
equipment recovered from another installation. Mexico currently imports about $228.8 million worth
of petrochemicals per year. (Source: El Financiero, 07/30/91)
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